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GOVERNMENT OF SIERRA LEONE
MINISTRY OF LANDS, HOUSING AND COUNTRY PLANNING

                                                      VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
Recruitment for the Position of a Land Administration Specialist for the Sierra Leone Land Administration Project (Position- One (1)).

Sierra Leone Land Administration Project (SLLAP)
Grant No.: E0600-SL
Project Id: P177031
Issue date: 28th January 2026
 
The Government of Sierra Leone through the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Country Planning (MLHCP) is financing the implementation of the Sierra Leone Land Administration Project (P177031) funded by the World Bank with a US$41.1 million IDA grant. The project development objective (PDO) is the establishment of an efficient and accessible land administration system based on the provisions of the National Land Policy of 2015, the Customary Land Rights and National Land Commission Acts 2022. Drafts of a Land Registration Act, Adjudication of Title Act and a Survey Act are being considered by parliament, and these laws once passed will provide the authority and direction for the work of the newly established National Land Commission (NLC) to oversee and operationalise national land administration services.   

Under component 1, the project supports institutional reforms by financing the establishment and operationalisation of the National Land Commission (NLC). The project finances the required buildings, equipment, operational support, and capacity building. Further, the project supports legal land sector reforms. Component 2 finances the establishment of a digital Land Management Information System (LMIS), including the design of the system and ICT infrastructure and digitization of paper-based land records. Component 3 finances the demarcation and recording of customary land rights in rural areas and supports the land title transaction system in the Western Area, including Freetown. Component 3 finances activities to make the land registration and surveying of parcels and the adjudication of land and property rights more efficient, and to ensure the public will be keen to utilize formal registration systems to protect their property rights. 

Following the adoption of the National Land Commission (NLC) Act and the Customary Land Rights (CLR) Act in 2022, SLLAP supports the operationalization of NLC headquarters in Freetown and the District of Bo, Bombali, Kenema and Makeni. The adoption of the NLC Act triggered a profound reorganization of Sierra Leone’s land administration system, including a transfer of the land cadastre and land registration functions from the MLHCP and the Office of the Administrator and Registrar General (OARG) to the NLC. This has direct implication for SLLAP, as land registration now falls under the responsibility of the NLC. Therefore, the project’s capacity to meet its PDO-level targets – i.e., register the land rights of 500,000 beneficiaries, reduce registration processing time, and increase the number of land transaction registered – requires completing the transfer of the cadastre and land registration functions to NLC. 


 


The MLHCP in collaboration with the newly established NLC in February 2025 hired the services of Medici Land Governance (MLG) to support Government of Sierra Leone implement component 3. The inception phase of this assignment was completed in April 2025. The Preparatory phase of this assignment is in progress, and it includes the preparation of field manuals, operational guidelines for the NLC and implementation of pilot customary land rights mapping and recording in Mapaki (Bombali District) and Rogbere (Port Loko District) communities which need to be finalized. Currently, efforts are underway to finalized these manuals and operational guides, and scale up scale up the mapping, recording and registration of land titles in the SLLAP target districts – Bo, Bombali, Kenema and Port Loko.  The overall goal is to register land title for at least 500,000 beneficiaries in the Western Area (under statutory law) and in the provinces (under customary law).

The MLHCP therefore seeks to hire a Land Registration Specialist as part of the Project Coordinating Unit (PCU) to provide technical support to the MLHCP and the NLC to implement the project. The focus for the Land Registration Specialist will be on helping NLC to establish their regulatory framework, operational practices and ongoing sustainability.   

The PDO will be delivered through the following project components:

Component 1: Institutional Development and Legal Reform. This component seeks to strengthen Sierra Leone’s institutional framework for land administration by supporting the establishment of the proposed National Lands Commission (NLC). The project will support the funding required for office building or renovations (both at the headquarters and district level), organizational development plans and strategies, operational support (vehicles, furniture, equipment), capacity building, assessments, drafting and consultations for relevant land policies, laws, and regulations and public awareness raising.

Component 2: Land Information System: The component supports the overall development of a digital land information system (LIS) in Sierra Leone. The project will finance the required ICT equipment (servers, computers, internet etc.), design and development of a digital LIS with automated land administration processes (which need to be reviewed and simplified); the digitization of land records and cadastral maps and base mapping; and the establishment of a geodetic network.

Component 3: Recording and Registration of Land Tenure Rights. The primary focus of this component is to improve the quality and completeness of the records of land tenure rights and the ease and security with which those rights can be transferred whether by inheritance, sale or lease, or for some other third-party rights. The component will finance survey and registration work in customary areas and linking deeds records and maps in the Western Area. 

Component 4: Project Management. This component will finance all expenses required to ensure efficient and transparent project management and coordination. This will entail in particular the financing of hiring of staff for Project Coordination Unit (PCU), operational costs (vehicles, fuel, equipment, workshops, etc.), M&E studies (customer surveys, mid-term review, implementation and completion report), and safeguards studies (social and environmental).

Component 5: Contingency Emergency Response Component (CERC). Zero-sum component to mitigate situations of urgent need and allow for the rapid reallocation of funding in the event of a natural disaster or crisis

Expected Tasks and Objectives and Scope of services
[bookmark: _Hlk34313322]The purpose of this assignment is for the individual to provide technical advice to the PCU and the NLC on registration of titles to land in urban and rural areas in the SLLAP implementation target districts. The Land Registration Specialist will work directly with the MLHCP & NLC in undertaking his/her duties, and shall be directly responsible for the following: 

· Support and provide technical advice/support towards the establishment of national and regional land registry in Sierra Leone, and the transition process from the OARG to the NLC; 
· Support and provide technical guidance to the recordation and title registration of land parcels and rights under customary tenure for purposes of first-time systematic registration and land parcels and rights under the freehold tenure system;
· Provide technical support to check and verify documents/instruments presented for registrations;
· Support and provide technical assistance to asses background information provided by members of the public toward the registration on title . ;
· Provide technical support to ensure that documents are properly executed and complies with all legal & technical requirements for accepting and entering into the land registry system;
· Support and provide technical guidance to collate and record documents or other legal instruments such as land title certificates, mortgage agreements, lease agreements, powers of attorney, deeds of gift, etc., and to ensure their safety and maintenance at all times in either electronic or paper format, or both electronic and paper as required;
· Preparation of reports for donors and other developments partners as may be required by the Project Coordinator.
· Support and provide technical guide to the NLC towards automation and development electronic property records and related information through the opening/closing/updating/indexing property records;
· Provide support for processing of Land Titles first applications and applications for Certificates of Title for the issuance/confirmation of legal title to land by examining applications and plans for completeness, accuracy of information and conformity with legislation, regulations, procedures and practices, standards, guidelines and directives;
· Provide technical guidance and information to the NLC (e.g., when processing transactions of a complex nature), clarifying legislation, regulations, orders and procedural requirements; 
· Provide technical support to assess the current instrument records and documents with a view to moving towards land title registration; 
· Perform any other duties within the scope and intent of the job as may be assigned from time to time by the Project Coordinator.

· Minimum Required Qualifications and Experience 
1. Academic Qualification
The candidate for the position of Land Registration Specialist should be a Sierra Leonean with an advanced degree (at least Masters) in field relevant to Land Law, Land Management, Land Administration, Natural Resources Management, Project Management or related field.
2. Professional Experience
· At least ten (10) years of professional working experience, preferably in a position of land registrar or land lawyer in land registration office or an equivalent showing that the specialist has a full and complete understanding of land laws and land registration programs, particularly title registration; 
· Have been involved in land administration and management projects, including experience with dealing with enquiries regarding legal rights, land disputes and dispute resolution mechanisms;
· Have a good understanding of land laws and regulations governing registration of public deeds and ancillary know1edge in Sierra Leone;
· Have relevant experience in working on land management and administration in Sierra Leone or in West Africa Anglophone region;
· Have experience working with computerized registration systems, such as Land Management Information System and project management system;
· Have a natural disposition to lead with a strong personality, supervisory qualities, stress management and an aptitude to assume responsibility;
· Ability to assimilate and analyze information with good presentation skills;
· Ability to work unsupervised and under pressure within own area of responsibility;
· Ability to work effectively in a diverse team, including the ability to respond to the needs of team members and provide them with assistance as and when required;
· Ability to solve problems and take decisions even when working under time constraints;
· Extent and relevance of experience in geospatial technology in land management and administration;
· Ability to work with, lead and coordinate other professionals in the project team;
· Familiarity with World Bank procedures would be an advantage;
· Strong communications skills with an advanced proficiency to speak and write in English is required. 

· Required Skills and Competencies
· Demonstrated Strong analytical computer skills and knowledge of Microsoft Office; 
· Very good report writing and presentation skills;
· Excellent interpersonal skills, sound judgment, communication skills, training experience, ability to identify and resolve policy and operational constraints; 
· High ethical standards and professional integrity and Confidentiality.
· Ability to work independently with minimal supervision

· Duration of the Assignment and Performance Criteria

The start date of the contract will be 1st May 2026, or soon thereafter. The contract duration will be 2.2 years inclusive of a 6-month probationary period, renewable until the closing date of the project subject to satisfactory performance. The successful candidate is expected to work full time, five days per week, within Freetown and the Provinces, Sierra Leone, except where situations demand travel outside the project areas. Twenty-two (22) working days of leave per year will be granted, accumulated on a pro-rata basis. 

The success of the Land Registration Specialist will be judged by the delivery of the required outputs in line with the scope of work outlined above and abiding by the agreed implementation timetable for the project components and sub projects. At the end of the probation period, the Land Registration Specialist will be interviewed on his/her performance and will be given grading and guidance to improve, if necessary.
The start date of the contract will be 1st April 2026, or soon thereafter. The contract duration will be 2.2 years inclusive of a 6-month probationary period, renewable until the closing date of the project. The successful candidate is expected to work full-time, including traveling within the Western Area and to project locations in the provinces.


LANGUAGES
International Professional: Fluency (Level C) in English.

REPORTING LINE AND TIME SCHEDULE 
The Land Registration Specialist will report directly to the Project Coordinator. The work of the Land Registration specialist is primarily as an advisor to the Commissioner General and his Commissioners, and to then advise the Project Coordinator accordingly in order to ensure that project resources and activities support the ultimate objective of the project “to establish an efficient and accessible land administration system”. Further reporting and communication lines will be defined in the Project Implementation Manual.

The Land Registration Specialist will be located at the NLC building where the majority of his/her work will be conducted, but report on at least a weekly basis to the Project Coordinator. 

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE EMPLOYER
 Facilities to be provided by the project during the tenure of service include: 
· Office space with computer and furniture
· Email and internet access 
· Required office stationery 
· Photocopying and printing facilities
· Project Documents
· Administrative Assistant (who will support the PCU)
· Access to a vehicle and other logistics to facilitate regular field visits as may be required.

MODE OF APPLICATION 
Applications in writing should be accompanied by up-to-date Curriculum Vitae and supporting documents (Note: Do not send originals) with the names and addresses of three referees, one of which should be the last or current employer and addressed to:


Project Coordinator
Sierra Leone Land Administration Project
Ministry of Lands, Housing and Country Planning
3rd Floor - Youyi Building, Brookfields,
Freetown, Sierra Leone. 

Or

By E-mail application as an attachment (including all supporting documents) to: procurement.sllap@hotmail.com and Copy: alphajohcham@yahoo.com

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for an interview.
 
Please indicate clearly on the envelope (in the case of hard copy application) or in the email subject heading and attachment (in the case of electronic applications) the post for which application is made. 

QUALIFIED WOMEN ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY. 

CLOSING DATE: 
The Closing Date and time for receipt of applications is Thursday 26th February 2026.




image1.png




